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1. Definitions / Requirements 

The amount of certain official fees payable to the INPI may be reduced for: 

 natural persons;  

 small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), i.e., companies with fewer than 250 employees 

and in which no more than 25% of the capital is held by an entity that does not satisfy the same 

criterion; or 

 non-profit organizations operating in the educational or research sector. 

A request for a fee reduction must be submitted to the Chief Executive Officer of the INPI at the time 

of filing the patent application. 

 

※ Note:  

A false declaration may result in an administrative fine of up to ten times the amount of the fees due. 

Before requesting a fee reduction, applicants are advised to consider the potential costs of 

non-compliance. If assistance from French counsel is required to determine whether an applicant qualifies 

for the fee reduction, the cost of such eligibility assessment should also be taken into account. According 

to our French counsel, the average reduction in official fees for filing a standard patent application under 

small-entity status, compared with the regular fees, is approximately €400. 

 

2. Fee Reduction 

(1). Patent and utility model application fees (including filing, search, and grant fees), as well as 

annuities for the 2nd through the 7th years, are eligible for fee reductions.  

(2). The current fee reductions are as follows: 

- 50% for the 2nd through the 5th annuities; and 

- 25% for the 6th and 7th annuities. 

(3). No fee reductions are available for: 

- (a) European patents validated in France; or 

- (b) annuities for the 8th and subsequent years. 

 
Remarks： 

(1) The information provided above was collected on 2 July 2026. In the event of any amendments to the patent laws or regulations of 

the relevant country, the applicable laws and regulations in force at the relevant time shall prevail. 

(2) We are not responsible for verifying the client's eligibility for fee reductions and will process patent renewal payments in 

accordance with the client's instructions. If there is any change in the client's fee reduction eligibility status, please notify us 

promptly so that we may process the renewal payments accordingly and ensure compliance with the applicable patent laws and 

regulations of the relevant jurisdictions. 

(3) We shall not be liable for any abandonment of rights, failed payments, or any other loss of rights, damages, or other consequences 

arising from the client's instructions or from any inaccurate, incomplete, or outdated information provided by the client. 

 


